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From the May number of the New York Knickerbocker. 
THE BIRDS OF SPRING. 

BY GEOFFREY CRAYON, GENT. 


My quiet residence in the country, aloof 


from fashion, politics and the money market, 
leaves me rather at a loss for important occu- 


the hilarity of the household; yet still he 
poured forth, now and then, a few plaintive 
notes, between the frosty pipings of the 
breeze, like gleams of sunshine between wintry 
clouds. 

I have consulted my book of ornithology 
in vain, to find out the name of this kindly 
little bird, who certainly deserves honour and | 
faveur far beyond his modest pretensions. He | 
comes like the lowly violet, the most unpre- | 
tending, but welcomest of flowers, breathing | 
the sweet promise of the early year. | 
| Another of our feathered visiters, who fol- | 
| lows close upon the steps of winter, is the pe- | 
| wit or pe-wee, or phoebe-bird ; for he is called | 
| by each of these names, from a fancied re- | 
semblance to the sound of his monotonous | 





pation, and drives me to the study of nature,/note. He is a sociable little being, and | 
and other low pursuits. Having few neigh-|seeks the habitation of man. A pair of | 
bours, also, on whom to keep a watch, and them have built beneath my porch, and| 
exercise my habits of observation, I am fain| have reared several broods here, for two 
to amuse myself with prying into the domes- | years past, their nest being never disturbed. | 
tic concerns and peculiarities of the animals |’They arrive early in the spring, just when | 
around me; and during the present season | the crocus and the snow-drop began to peep 
have derived considerable entertainment from | forth. Their first chirp spreads gladness | 
certain sociable little birds, almost the on!y ‘through the house. “ ‘The phoebe-birds have | 
visiters we have, during this early part of the| come!” is heard on all sides, they are wel- | 
year. |comed back like members of the family ; and | 

Those who have passed the winter in the | speculations are made upon where they have | 
country are sensible of the delightful influ-| been, and what countries they have seen, | 
ences that accompany the earliest indications during their long absence. ‘Their arrival is 
of spring; and of these, none are more de-|\the more cheering, as it is pronounced, by | 
lightful than the first notes of the birds. | the old weather wise people of the country, 
There is one modest little sad coloured bird, | the sure sign that the severe frosts are at an 
much resembling a wren, which came about | end, and that the gardener may resume his 
the house just on the skirts of winter, when | |abours with confidence. 
not a blade of grass was to be seen, and when| About this time, too, arrives the blue bird, 
a few prematurely warm days had given a|so poetically, yet truly described by Wilson. 
flattering foretaste of soft weather. He sang | His appearance gladdens the whole landscape. 
early in the dawning, long before sunrise, and | You hear his soft warble in every field. He) 
late in the evening, just before the closing in | sociebly approaches your habitation, and takes 
of night, his matin and his vesper hymns. It | up his residence in your vicinity. But why | 
is true, he sang occasionally throughout the | should I attempt to describe him, when [| 
day—but at these still hours, his song was| have Wilson’s own graphic verses, to place | 
more remarked. He sat on a leafless tree,| him before the reader ? 
just before the window, and warbled forth his | } 
notes, free and simple, but singularly sweet, ae ee cold ne ere “ys en _ more, 
with something of a plaintive tone, that| ‘peace ee eee en 
heightened their effect. | The fisherinen hauling their shad to the shore, 

The first morning that he was heard, was) And cloud cleaving geese to the lakes are a steering; 
a joyous one among the young folks of my | When first the lone butterfly flits on the wing, _ 
household. The long death-like sleep of win- | Oo oa red glow the maples so fresh and so pleasing, 

en comes the blue bird, the herald of spring, 

ter was at an end; nature was once more | 





He flits through the orchard, he visits each tree, 
The red flow’ring peach, and the apple’s swee 
blossoms}; 
He snaps up destroyers, wherever they be, 
And seizes the caitiffs that lurk in their bosoms; 
He drags the vile grub from the corn it devours, 
The worms from the webs where they riot and 
welter; 
His song and his services freely are ours, 
And all that he asks is, in summer a shelter. 


t 


The ploughman is pleased when he gleans in his train, 
Now searching the furrows, now mounting to cheer 
him ; 
The gard’ner delights in his sweet simple strain, 

And leans on his spade to survey and to hear him; 
The slow lingering school boys forget they'll be chid; 
While gazing intent, as he warbles before them, 

In mantle of sky-blue, and bosom so red, 
That each little loiterer seems to adore him. 


The happiest bird of our spring, however, 
and one that rivals the European lark, in my 
estimation, is boblincon, or boblink, as he is 
commonly called. He arrives at that choice 
portion of our year which, in this latitude, 
answers to the description of the month of 
May, so often given by the poets. With us, 
it begins about the middle of May, and lasts 
until nearly the middle of June. Earlier 
than this, winter is apt to return on its traces, 
and to blight the opening beauties of the 
year; and later than this, begin the parch- 
ing, and panting, and dissolving heats of sum- 
mer. But in this genial interval, nature is in 
all her freshness and fragrance, “the rains 
are over and gone, the flowers appear upon 
the earth, the time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in 
the land.” The trees are now in their fullest 
folinge and brightest verdure: the woods are 
gay with the clustered flowers of the laurel ; 
the air is perfumed by the sweet brier and 
the wild rose; the meadows are enamelled 
with clover blossoms ; while the young apple, 
the peach and the plum begin to swell, and 
the cherry to glow, among the green leaves. 

This is the chosen season of revelry of the 
boblink. He comes amidst the pomp and 
fragrance of the season, his life seems all 
sensibility and enjoyment; all song and sun- 
shine. He is to be found in the soft bosoms 
of the freshest and sweetest meadows; and is 


| most in song, when the clover is in biossom. 


He perches on the topmost twig of a tree, or 


| on some long flaunting weed, and as he rises 
And hails with his warblings the charms of the | 29d sinks with the breeze, pours forth a succes- 





awakening, they now promised themselves 
the immediate appearance of buds and blos- 
soms. I was reminded of the tempest tossed 
crew of Columbvs, when after their long the weather ; 
dubious voyage, the field birds came singing.| The blue woodland flowers just beginning to spring, | 
round the ship, though still far at sea, re-| And spice wood and sassafras building together. 
joicing them with the belief of the immediate O then to your gardens, ye honsewives, repair, 
proximity of land. 


season. | 





The loud piping frogs make the marshes to ring ; 


| 





A sharp return of winter The blue bird will chant from his box such an air, 


almost silenced my little songster, and dashed 


Then warm glows the sunshine, and warm glows | 
| character. 


Your walks border up, sow and plant at your leisure; | 


sion of rich tiakling notes, crowding one upon 
another, like the outpouring melody of the 
sky-lark, and possessing the same rapturous 
Sometimes he pitches from the 
summit of a tree, begins his song as soon as 
he gets upon the wing, and flutters tremulously 
down to the earth, as if overcome with ecstacy 
at his own music. Sometimes he is in pur- 


That alt your hard toils will scem truly a pleasure! | suit of his paramour; always in full song, as 
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if he would win her by his melody; and al-| Does he take warning and reform? Not| Joseph Snowdon, 
ways with the same appearance of intoxica-|he! He wings his flight still farther south, |Thomas Kimber, 
jin search of other luxuries. We hear of him 


tion and delight. 


Of all the birds of our groves and mea-|gorging himself in the rice swamps—filling 


| 


dows, the boblink was the envy of my boy- himself with rice to almost bursting—he can 
hood. He crossed my path in the sweetest | hardly fly for corpulency. Last stage of his 
weather, and the sweetest season of the year,|career, we hear him spitted by dozens, and 
when all nature called to the fields, and the | served up on the table of the gormand; the 
rural feeling throbbed in every bosom; but|most vaunted of southern dainties, the rice 
when I, luckless urchin! was doomed to be | bird of the Carolinas. 


mewed up, during the livelong day, in that 


Such is the story of the once musical and 


purgatory of boyhood, a school room, it)admired, but finally sensual and persecuted 


seemed as if the little varlet mocked at me, 
as he flew by in full song, and sought to taunt 
me with his happier lot. Oh! how I envied | 
him! No lessons, no tasks, no hateful school ; 
nothing but holiday, frolic, green fields, and | 
fine weather. Had I been then more versed | 
in poetry, I might have addressed him in the | 
words of Logan to the cuckoo: 





Sweet bird! thy bower is ever green, 
Thy sky is ever clear; 

Thou hast no sorrow in thy note, 
No winter in thy year. 


Ob! could I fly, I'd fly with thee ; 
We'd make, on joyful wing, 

Our annual visit round the globe, 
Companions of the spring ! 


Farther observation and experience have 
given me a different idea of this little fea-| 
thered voluptuary, which I will venture to) 
irapart, for the benefit of my school boy 
readers, who may regard him with the same 
unqualified envy and admiration which I once | 
indulged. I have shown him only as I saw 
him at first, in what I may call the poetical 
part of his career, when he, in a manner de- 
voted himself to elegant pursuits and enjoy- 
ments, and was a bird of music, and song, 
and taste, and sensibility, and refinement. 
While this lasted, he was sacred from in- 
jury ; the very school boy would not fling a 
stone at him, and the merest rustic would 
pause to listen to his strain. But mark the 
difference. As the year advances, as the 
clover blossoms disappear, and the spring) 
fades into summer, his notes cease to vibrate | 
on the ear. He gradually gives up his ele- 
gant tastes and habits, doffs his poetical and 


boblink. It contains a moral, worthy the at- 
tention of all little birds and little boys; 
warning them to keep to those refined and 


| intellectual pursuits, which raised him to so 


high a pitch of popularity, during the early 
part of his career; but to eschew all tendency 
to that gross and dissipated indulgence, which 
brought this mistaken little bird to an un- 
timely end. 

Which is all at present, from the well 
wisher of little boys and little birds. 


Gereorrrey Crayon. 


Tenth Annual Meeting of the Bible Associa- 
tion of Friends in America. 


At a stated annual meeting of “ the Bible 
Association of Friends in America,” held in 
Philadelphia, fourth month 15th, 1839 :— 

Reports were received from the Auxiliary 
Associations of New York and Purchase, 
New York ; Burlington and Haddonfield, New 
Jersey ; Philadelphia and Concord, Pennsy)- 
vania; Miami, Ohio :—and White Lick, West- 
field, White Water, Blue River, and Spice- 
land, Indiana. 

It appearing from the report of the mana- 
gers, that the lease of the building at the 
corner of Fourth street and Apple-tree alley, 
will expire in the seventh month next, and it 
being desirable that the Association should 
be the owners of the property, it is agreed to 


Jeremiah Hacker, 
Charles Williams, 
Thomas Wood, John Elliott, 

John Richardson, Joseph Rakestraw, 
Benjamin H. Warder, Isaiah Hacker, 

John G. Hoskins, Stephen P. Morris, 
George Stewardson, William Thomas, 
Bartholomew Wistar, Samuel Bettle, Jr., 
George Williams, ‘Townsend Sharpless. 


Extracted from the minutes :— 


Samuet Mason, Jr., Sec’ry. 


To the Bible Association of Friends in 
America. 


In surrendering the trust confided to them, 
the managers present to the Association a 
report of their proceedings during the past 
year, and of the present condition of the in- 
teresting concern under their charge. 

Since our Jast annual report there have 
been issued from the depository 1320 Bibles 
and 515 Testaments, of which 457 Bibles 
and 87 Testaments were sold to auxiliaries, 
and 30 Bibles and 25 Testaments furnished 
for gratuitous distribution. Eighty, 24mo. 
Bibles were also sent to Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing Boarding School, to be gratuitously dis- 
tributed among children, whose parents or 
guardians could not conveniently afford the 
means of supplying them with a copy of the 
sacred volume. 

The fourth edition of 1000 copies of the 
24mo. Bible, which was in press at the time 
of our last annual meeting, has since been 
completed. It is on a fine and substantial 
paper, and forms a~handsome and easily 
legible volume, well adapted for schools or 
private reading. A fifth edition, of the same 
size is now in press, which is intended to be 
sold at 75 cents per copy. The superiority 
of these Bibles, in paper, printing and bind- 
ing, over the coarse editions which abound, 
render them much more desirable for the use 


purchase it, and the managers are directed | of schools, and as they are furnished at a mode- 


to appoint trustees to receive and hold the 
title thereof. They are authorised to apply 
the funds of the Association in payment as 
far as practicable, to solicit subscriptions in 





professional suit of black, assumes a russet 
or rather dusty garb, and enters into the 
gross enjoyments of common, vulgar birds. 


order to make up the deficiencies, and they 
are invested with full power to perform all 
necessary acts respecting the purchase and 


He becomes a bon vivant, a mere gormand ; management of this estate. 


thinking of nothing but good cheer, and gor- 


The managers are directed to publish such 


mandizing on the seeds of the long grasses / parts of their annual report, and of the re- 


on which he lately swung, and chaunted so/ ports of the auxiliary associations, as they 
musically. He begins to think there is no-| may deem expedient. 


thing like “ the joys of the table,” if I may 


The nominating committee proposed the 





be allowed to apply that convivial phrase to | following Friends to serve as officers of the 
his indulgences. He now grows discontented Association, for the next year. They were 


with plain, every day fare, and sets out on a/ approved and accordingly appointed, viz. 
gastronomical tour, in search of foreign luxu- 


ries. He is to be found in myriads among 
the reeds of the Delaware, banquetting on 
their seeds; grows corpulent with good feed- 
ing, and soon acquires the unlucky renown of 
the ortolan. Wherever he goes, pop! pop! 
pop! the rusty fire-locks of the country are M. 
cracking on every side—he sees his com- anagers. 

panions falling by thousands around him—he | Thomas Stewardson, Blakey Sharpless, 
is the reed bird, the much sought for tit bit | Samuel Bettle, George R. Smith, 
of the Pennsylvania epicure. Thomas P. Cope, 


Samvet Mason, Jr., Secretary. 
Henry Corr, Treasurer. 
Corresponding Members. 


Joun Pavt, Isaac CoLiins, 
Tuomas Evans. 


| rate price, we trust the advantages they offer 
will induce Friends generally to adopt them. 
The difficulties which children who are not 
expert readers, often experience from a very 
small and imperfect type and dark paper, are 
in danger of giving them a distaste for read- 
ing the Scriptures, before their judgments 
are sufficiently matured to appreciate the 
value of their contents; and this disrelish, 
when once acquired, is likely to continue long 
after the causes which gave rise to it have 
passed away. 1000 copies of the 24mo. New 
Testament have also been printed, and an 
edition of 1000 of the 8vo. Reference Bible. 


The stock of books on hand consists of 
432 copies of the 8vo. Bible without refer- 
ences, 


1027 copies of the 8vo. Bible with references, 
689 “ 24mo. “ 

1400 « “ Testaments, 
350 12mo. _ 


in sheets ; and thirty 8vo. Bibles, without re- 
ferences—238 with references—549, 24mo. 
Bibles—571, 24mo. Testaments—and 185, 
12mo. bound ; making in all 2965 Bibles, 


Mordecai L. Dawson, | and 2506 Testaments. 
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The whole number printed by the Associa- 
tion to the present time, is 


2000 copies of the 8vo. Bibles, without refer- 


ences, 

9500 copies of the 8vo. Bible, with references, 
4000 * 24mo. “ 

7850 « 12mo. New Testaments, 
2900 “ 24mo. “ “ 


making a total of 15,500 Bibles, and 10,750) 
Testaments; of the former, 12,535 cupies| 
have been disposed of, and 8,244 copies of 
the latter. 

The Biblical Library has received some 
additions during the past year, and contains 
copies of numerous editions of the sacred 
volume, ancient and modern, comprising forty 
difierent languages, besides a number of valu- 
able works explanatory of Scripture history, 
geography, philosophy, &c. 

From the annual report of the treasurer, 
which is herewith submitted, it appears that 
he has received during the past year the sum 
of $3,151 82, from the following sources, 
viz :— 

Balance on hand 4th month, 1838, $383 74 
From auxiliaries in payment, . . 742 07) 
_ . “ donations, . . 67 00) 


} 








“ q to supply indigent 

Pees 3a ea aw eae 
Sales of Bibles and Testaments, . 1,258 01 
Annual subscriptions, . . . . 156 00) 
Money borrowed, . . . . . 500 Ov 
Donation from an individual, . . 5 00 


$3,151 82 


The payments during the same period have 
amounted to $2,644 93, leaving a balance of | 
$506 89, of which $500 is borrowed, to be 
repaid, with interest. 

No new auxiliary has been reported to the 
board during the past year. 

Reports have been received from ten aux- 
iliaries; viz: Philadelphia, New York, Pur- 
chase, Concord, Miami, White Lick, Westfield, | 
White Water, Blue River and Haddonfield. 

Nine of these give an account of the Bibles | 
and Testaments distributed by them during 





reason to hope, that the object for which the | Scriptures, than we were when the Associa- 
societies, both parent and auxiliary were | tion commenced its labours. 
formed, is advancing; and we betieve the; ‘ The spirit of Christian benevolence, is a 
time is not far distant, when it will be right | motive to action, which never rests satisfied 
for Friends to turn their attention to the|in self-indulgence, while a brother appeals to 
wants of those who are not in membership! it for sympathy. It is sufficient to secure its 
with us, as well as Friends.” |aid, that distress or poverty be made known 
Another states, that “In a few instances) to it, and that it lies within its power to re- 
we have stepped beyond the limits of our| lieve it. It considers the blessings of Provi- 
own Society, in handing a Bible to some who! dence as gifts in trust for the afflicted and 
appeared deserving of our attention ; and pre- | the needy ; and as it prizes the moral above 
sents thus offered, have in all cases been ac-| the physical well-being of our nature, the 
cepted with lively expressions of gratitude.” | strongest appeals which can be made to its 
From another; “ Though the labour of| sympathies, are those that have for their ob- 
this auxiliary, during previous years, has| ject the religious improvement of the human 
much narrowed our operations in our own| race. When we narrow the circle, on behalf 
Society, yet we believe, that a field of use-|of which the appeal is made, to that com- 
fulness is still open to us—a_ considerable | munity which concentrates within itself our 
number of those we have distributed have) strongest and tenderest affections, and with 
been among that interesting class, our minor | the condition of which, whether prosperous 
members, who have been placed in this city | or adverse, the welfare of ourselves and of 
as apprentices.”* our children are identified, how much do we 
In reviewing the operations of the parent} add to its moral force !” 
institution, as well as the auxiliary associa-| While, however, the members of our reli- 
tions, for the past year, the managers regret| gious community have a primary claim on 
that they cannot report a larger number of | our aid, and it is our imperative duty to con- 
Bibles disposed of. They would hope that) tribute according to our means, toward fur- 
this does not proceed from any diminution of} nishing them with the Holy Scriptures, our 
the esteem entertained for the sacred volume, | benevolence must not stop here. There is a 
or of the benefits which are conferred by the | numerous class of professors with Friends, 
possession and diligent use of its invaluable | and these who are descended from members 
contents. The labours of most of the aux-|of the Society, who are also the proper ob- 
iliaries have been confined, nearly exclusively,| jects of our care; and besides these, there 
we believe, to the supply of the members of|are the broad and general obligations of 
our own religious Society, which has of ne-| Christian charity, which would lead us to 
cessity been a circumscribed field of action. | give a copy of that best of all books to all 
In the formation of the Association, this| who are destitute. 
important object was undoubtedly the first| ‘There is reason to believe, that some aux- 
aimed at, but it was also in contemplation to|iliaries have relaxed in their labours, and 
widen the sphere of our benevolence, and em- | almost sunk into supineness, by circumscrib- 
brace all the destitute, by whatever religious | ing their views to their own immediate limits, 
name they were distinguished. —and when the families of Friends there 
The managers cannot but fear, that a de-| were supplied, have concluded their labour 
gree of indifference, respecting the objects of| was at an end. We trust that such will be 
the Association, has come over many of our | aroused to fresh diligence, by the considera- 
members, which if yielded to, will have an/ tions we have suggested, and by the recollec- 
unhappy influence on themselves, and be pre-| tion, that there are a large number, even of 
judicial to the Society where they dwell. If| their brethren and sisters in religious profes- 
our sympathies and benevolence are not kept| sion, remotely situated, whose means do not 











the past year; being 262 Bibles, and 46 


Testaments; a considerable part of which) 


were gratuitously disposed of. 

Five have given particular answers to the 
queries: these five, embracing 1,243 families 
or parts of families, report, that nearly every 
family is supplied with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, but that there are about 1,160 in- 
dividuals who do not possess a copy exclus- 
ively their own. 

One auxiliary mentions, that “ Owing to 
our limited means, our operations have neces- 


sarily been confined within very narrow| 


bounds during the past year ;—the income of 
our auxiliary is not sufficient to supply those 
within our limits with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, who are not so furnished.” 


Another remarks: that “ The income of 


the auxiliary is insufficient to supply those 
within its limits, who are not duly furnished 
with the Holy Scriptures.” 

From the report of one of the auxiliaries, 
we make the following extract: “ We have 


in active operation, they are soon blunted and | admit of their purchasing an adequate supply 
become dormant ;—so likewise, if the wants | of Bibles for their families, and who would 
of the Society, which are annually occurring, | gladly avail themselves of their aid. This 
are not duly searched out, and a remedy ap-| fact, the managers wish again to press upon 
| plied, they rapidly multiply, and the lapse of|the serious consideration of Friends. It is 
a few years may find us in a situation little| from the members of auxiliary associations, 
better, as to the relative supply of the Holy | and other benevolent individuals, surrounded 
—_- | by outward blessings, and in the enjoyment 

* Extract from the report of an auxiliary, received | of abundance, and whose hearts can sy mpa- 
afler the date of the managers’ report. |thize with such as are less favourably cir- 


“ The field of labour within the limits of this aux. | cumstanced, that the means of supplying the 
| iliary, (so long, at least, as it is principally confined to | aoe ae . oe 
our own religious Society,) is not great, and the num- | deficiencies which yet exist, must be derived. 


ber of Friends who take an active interest in its con. | Who, that has felt the consolation and sup- 
| cerns is but small.” |port, the instruction and comfort, which, 
“ It would be unjust, however, to apply this remark | under the Divine blessing, are derived from 


to the Female Branch of our auxiliary, whose number the sacred pages, would not cheerfully and 
is considerably greatcr, and whose members have | ae - 


manifested their interest in the objects of the Associa- | gladly lend his aid in coureying te « destitute 
tion, both in the distribution of Bibles and Testaments, | brother or sister, that rich treasury of reli- 
and in the contribution of funds for its support. It| gious knowledge. If the means which are 
appears by their reports, that they have appointed | expended in ministering to useless Juxury or 


committees of investigation within the limits of the | vain show, were devoted to this Christian 
several preparative meetings in this quarter. Most of 


the Bibles and Testaments distributed during the past | PUFPOSe, such an employment of a liberal 
year, have passed through their hands.” portion of those goods, over which a bountiful 
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Sen Secrets 


Creator has made us stewards, would be pro- 
ductive of substantial peace to our minds, and 
confer a valuable benefit on our fellow-men. 
Numerous are the instances on record, in 
which the impressions made in early life by 
the vocal reading of the sacred volume, in 
families, have followed the individual! through 
youth to manhood, often recurring with lively 
force and rest raining influence, and exercising 
a salutary control over the future condition at 
the man. How ofien have they seemed to be | 
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and Apple-tree alley. 


the buildings, and the numerous other advan- 
tages which it combines, render it peculiarly 
desirable as a permanent depository for the 
Bible Association. It has been stated in for- 
mer reports, that the lot was purchased and 
the buildings erected at the expense of one 
of the members of the board, who leased it 
for the use of the Association, at a rent less 
than legal interest on the cost, with the privi- 


the last lingering traces of a pious education, | lege of taking the title to the property in fee, 
preserving their identity and a degree of|at the expiration of seven years, upon the 
vigour, even amid the moral decay, evidently | payment of the original debt. The period 
stamped upon the character, and at last, per- | designated for the purchase will expire in the 
haps, upon a sick-bed, or in the solitary|seventh month next. If therefore the Asso- 
chamber, have proved instrumental, under| ciation wish to secure the possession cf so 
the guidance of the Ifoly Spirit, in leading to} valuable a site for the transaction of their 
sincere penitence and amendment of life. | business, it will be necessary to empower the 


Many a man whose heart has not bowed to 
the pure and holy religion of the gospel, has 
yet been forced to bear testimony to the ex- 
cellence of those lessons imprinted in child- 
hood upon his mind, when a pious mother | 


succeeding board of managers, or some other 
committee, to perfect the business, by pur- 
chasing the property at the stipulated price, 
appointing trustees to receive the conveyance 
of the legal estate therein, and adopting such 


has taken him aside, read to him the instruc-| measures as may be requisite for making 


tive pages of Holy Writ, and perhaps enforced | 
their precepts with the admonitions of mater- | 
nal tenderness, prompted by the inward stir- | 
rings of that spirit of divine love which seeks | 
the salvation of all. And not unfrequently, 
when every other avenue for religious truths | 
has seemed closed, an appeal to these early 
and lasting impressions has proved a door of 
access to the deep recesses of the heart. 
While speaking of the effect of pious ma- 
ternal education, we are naturally led to con- 
template the importance and value of the aid 
conferred by female auxiliaries, in the distri- 
bution and use of the Holy Scriptures. Their 
services have already been highly beneficial, 
and we trust they will be animated and en- 
couraged more generally to unite and perse- | 
vere in the good work. It is their peculiar 








payment. 

The sum expended in the purchase of the 
lot, and completing the buildings, is $22,900. 
The sinking fund, appropriated for accom- 
plishing this object, amounted on the Ist of 
third month last, to $16,608 16—leaving a 
deficiency of about $6,500 to be provided for. 

Besides the strong inducements already 
noticed for making this purchase, there is an- 
other on which we wish to make a few remarks. 
The board of managers have the control of no 
fund, from which they can supply Bibles to 
auxiliaries or individuals, however pressing 
the call. 


Occasional remittances are received from | 


auxiliaries, situated in wealthy neighbour- 
hoods, whose funds are more than adequate 
to the supply of their own wants,—but these 





Its central and conve-|nent fund applicable to the general purposes 
nient location—the extent and adaptation of|of the Association, and which would be ex- 


tensively useful in promoting the worthy and 
benevolent objects for which it was com- 
menced. 

In the use of this fund, the board of mana- 
gers would have it in their power to encou- 
rage, by occasional donations of Bibles and 
Testaments, distant auxiliaries, whose utmost 
exertions will not enable them to meet all 
the deficiencies whose existence they lament. 
They would be enabled also, where it should 
be deemed expedient, to sell their books at 
less than cost, thus holding out inducements 
to pay a part, where it might not be prac- 
ticable to pay the full price—and in various 
ways essentially and efficiently aid in prose- 
cuting this Christian work, the benefit and 
propriety of which, the experience of nearly 
ten years has amply confirmed. 

It is to those interested and benevolent in- 
dividuals who are surrounded with plenty, 
jand have hearts warmed with gratitude to 
heaven for the blessings they enjoy, and with 
sympathy for their fellow-men who are suf- 
fering the deprivations of very restricted 
| means, that we appeal on the present occa- 
|sion for the means to accomplish this desir- 
jable object. ‘The managers recur with plea- 
| sure to the noble liberality which was evinced, 
| when a similar call for aid was made about 
six years ago. A feeling of generous and 
Christian sympathy seemed to animate the 
whole of our little community, and in about 
one month, Friends contributed more than 





$14,000. We cherish the hope, that the 
| present application, no less important in its 
| objects, and presenting equally strong claims 
upon our feelings, will be met in a corre- 
spondent disposition, and the means be cheer- 
fully and promptly contributed to extinguish 
the remaining debt. 

| We rejoice in the diligence and persever- 


and favoured province, to search out and are uncertain, small in amount, and mostly | ance evinced by some of our Friends in the 


minister with winning kindness tu the wants 
of others—to soothe their sorrows and alle- | 
viate by tender sympathy the keenness of| 
distress and suffering. In this work of mercy, 
many opportunities present, of ascertaining | 
whether the objects of their Christian care | 
are furnished with Bibles, and of enforcing 


restricted in the application. 

Cases come to the knowledge of the cor- 
responding committee, where a remote settle- 
ment of Friends, in a new country, struggling 
with indigence and the difficulties attendant 
on emigration, or making a beginning in the 
wilderness, would gladly avail themselves of 





the frequent and devout perusal of it; and it|the advantages offered to auxiliaries, but are 
would be no small additional pleasure, to bear| discouraged by the small and inadequate 
with them in their visits of love, so worthy | amount of funds which it is in their power to 
and so useful a gift. If the members of our | raise. 
own Society are generally supplied—if the} Applieations are not unfrequently made at 
meetings of the auxiliaries seem to be dull|the counter of the depository, presenting 
and but little to do, or if few interest them-| strong claims for the bestowment of a Bible, 
selves in this worthy cause, we entreat that|}and where the propriety and usefulness of 
none may be thereby discouraged—or induced | the gift seem unquestionable ; but the mana- 
to relax in their efforts. Christian benevo-| gers have not the means for aiding either of 
lence carries with it its own reward—origin- | these interesting classes of applicants. They 
ating in that divine charity, which embraces|have no permanent funds—the moneys at 
the whole family of mankind, it reaches forth |their disposal aré necessarily employed in 
in earnest desire for the physical and moral| printing Bibles and Testaments, from which 
welfare of all, and every act which it prompts | they derive no emolument. 
brings to the mind a measure of that peace,| Should the Association determine to pur- 
which transcends all mere temporal enjoy-|chase the property in question, and raise by 
ments. subscription the sum necessary to make up 
The managers wish to call the special at-| the deficiency of the sinking fund, the rents de- 
tention of the Association to the situation of} rived from the parts of the building not Wanted 
the property at the corner of Fourth street | for our accommodation, would form a perma- 





work in which we are embarked; a work 
| which we believe has been biessed to many, 
both of the dispensers and recipients, which 
|has placed in hundreds of families, hitherto 
entirely destitute, a well printed copy of the 
sacred records—furnishing them with the op- 
portunity of reading its invaluable contents, 
which an eminent apostle declares, “ are able 
to make us wise unto salvation, through faith, 
which is in Christ Jesus.” And while we 
believe it is impossible for us to estimate the 
amount of good, which under the Divine favour 
may thus have been secretly and silently 
wrought, we earnestly desire, that all may 
be animated with fresh zeal and interest in 
the undertaking, remembering, that however 
small the degree in which we contribute to 
the spread of Christian truth, and the king- 
dom of the Redeemer in the earth, we shall 
not miss of a rich reward. 

By direction and on behalf of the Board of 
Managers. 

Benyamin H. Warner, Sec’ry. 

Philadelphia, 4th month 6, 1839. 

He who teaches religion without exemplify- 
ing it, loses the advantage of its best argue 
ment.—Gilpin. 
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ON BAPTISM. 
From an Essay on the Subject. By Enoch Lewis. 
(Continued from page 24.) 

I now proceed to examine the evidence 
drawn, or attempted to be drawn, from the 
New Testament, in support of the hypothesis 
that water baptism is a part of the Christian | 
dispensaiion ; or was ever introduced into it 
by divine authority. 

The first argument in favour of this hypo- 
thesis is drawn from the circumstance, related 
by three of the evangelists, that our Saviour 
himself submitted to this baptism. But we 
are to remember that our Lord, in his per- 
sonal character, was born under the law, and 
became subject to all its requisitions. He 
submitted to the Jewish rite of circumcision, 
kept the Jewish feasts, and, as far as appears, 
conformed to all the rituals of the Mosaic 
law. Consequently his submission to the 
baptism of John, no more rendered that bap- 
tism a part of his dispensation, than his 
observance of the Jewish law rendered it 
obligatory on Christians. But if we advert 
to the account which Matthew has left, we 
find the tenor of the narrative opposed to the 
hypothesis in question. ‘ Then cometh Jesus 
from Galilee to Jordon unto John, to be bap- 
tized of him. But John forbade him, saying, 
I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me? And Jesus answering said, suffer 
it to be so row; for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered 
him.” Chap. iii. 13—15. From this ac- 
count, it is obvious that John did not consider 
his baptism as a part of the Christian system, 
and that our Lord submitted to it in confor- 
mity with the requisitions of the ceremonial 
law. For as the apostle to the Hebrews de- 
clares, it behoved him te be made in all 
things like unto his brethren. Chap. ii. 17. 


baptism, has beenededuced from our Sa- 
viour’s declaration to Nicodemus: “ Except 
a man be born of water and of the spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John, 
iii. 5. 

As baptism, or the immersion of the body 
in water, is not mentioned in this passage, 
the supposition that this was what our Lord 
intended by being born of water, is entirely 
gratuitous. Certainly no one will soberly 
affirm, that to be dipped or sprinkled with 
water, is really and truly to be born of water. 
To give a strictly literal construction to these 
expressions is impossible. The language is 
unquestionably figurative. The supposition 
that water is to be taken in a literal sense, 
and that baptism with water is intended, 
would make this passage prove too much. 
For protestants generally admit, that baptism 
with water is not absolutely necessary to sal- 
vation; which this passage, thus construed, 
would prove it to be. ‘That this relates to a 
spiritual birth, is clear from what immedi- 
ately follows: “ That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
spirit is spirit. The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
o So is every one that is born of the 

pirit.” 
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This passage, taken in its figurative sense, | that the disciples baptized, but we are inform- 
conveys a very important and instructive}ed that he himself did not. John iii. 22, 
meaning. As at a moment of birth a new} Ibid. iv. 2. We may hence fairly infer, that 
principle of vitality is introduced into the ani-|the disciples baptized in imitation of John, 
mal system, so the soul that is truly reno-|and not in consequence of any command 
vated and made alive unto God, becomes|from him. For the expression of the evan- 
actuated by a life to which, in its natural and | gelist is scarcely reconcilable with the sup- 
unregenerate state, it was totally a stranger.| position that the act, thus exclusively attri- 
Thus the apostle testifies, I am crucified with | buted to the disciples, was done in compliance 





Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but| with his commands. Their ministry before 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now | his ascension seems to have been very similar 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son|to that of John. A compend of John’s testi- 


of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me. Gall. ii. 20. “ ‘The water and the spi- 
rit,” says bishop Taylor, ‘in this place, 
signify the same thing; and by water, is 
meant the effect of the spirit cleansing and 
purifying the soul, as appears in the parable 
of Christ baptizing with the spirit and fire.”* 

A third argument, and the one most in- 
sisted on, is drawn from the charge given by 
our Lord to his disciples, immediately before 
his ascension. ‘Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you. Matt. 
xxviii. 19. 


mony is given in these words, ‘“ Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”— 
Matt. ii. 2—and the substance of what the 
disciples were directed to proclaim, is given 
in almost the same words. Ibid. x.7. lt was 
therefore very natural for them, some of 
whom had been John’s disciples, to use the 
same significant rite. The superiority of 
their ministry to that of the forerumer, is, 
however, sufficiently indicated by the power 
to work miracles, which it appears John did 
‘not possess. John x. 41. It is therefore 
not strange that his commission should include 
}an external observance, which they were not 
commanded to use. Inasmuch then as we do 
not find that our Saviour had, at any previous 


In this charge, no mention is made of| time, commanded his disciples to baptize with 


water; unless, therefore, water is necessarily 
implied. this passage furnishes no proof that 
water baptism is a part of the Christian sys- 
tem. I am aware that the advocates of water 
baptism insist, that baptizing in water is meant 
by this injunction. If it had been previously 
demonstrated that baptism with water was a 
part of the Christian dispensation, we might 
fairly conclude that our Saviour had that kind 


| water, the supposition that water is implied in 
the charge before us is, at best, gratuitous. 

| Could it be proved, as it certainly cannot, 
\that baptizing with water was intended by 
this injunction, it would still fail to establish 
\the doctrine in question. As the baptism 
upon conversion was a Jewish practice, if our 
Lord had required his apostles, who were all 
Jews, to accompany the conversion of the 


of baptism in view. But as that point has| nations to the Christian faith, by a rite simi- 


not been established, it is not correct reason- 


lar to the Jewish baptism of proselytes, it 


ing to assume it as the basis of an important) would not follow that Christians, who were 


this passage, the conclusion that baptizing in| or held any other faith, must be subjected to 

water is a part of the Christian system, actu-|this ceremony. As a sign or accompaniment 

ally argue in a circle; though probably with- | of conversion from one religion to another, it 
} 


out perceiving it. The argument is substan- 





had a meaning which is easily understood. 


tially this :—Baptizing in water is a Christian| But in relation to those who have always 
ordinance, because our Saviour commanded | held the same belief, the meaning does not 


his disciples to baptize all nations. We know 
that he commanded (hem to baptize with water, 
because water must be understood in the pas- 
sage before us. And we know that water 
must be understood, because baptizing with 
water is a part of the Christian system. Take 
away the last assumption, and the whole 


apply ; and as administered to children, who 
)are unconscious of any profession of religion, 
| the ceremony appears destitute of meaning. 
| Other considerations, however, will show 
that water was not implied. 

That the baptism with water was not the 
baptism of Christ, is clearly shown by various 





argument deduced from this passage falls to| passages in the New Testament. First, by 


the ground. 
We may perhaps be assisted in arriving at 
a correct conclusion respecting the meaning 


the words of John, already cited. “I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance, but 
he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 


of this injunction, by recurring to the com-| whose shoes I am not worthy to bear, he shall 
mands which our Lord had previously given| baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with 


to his disciples. When he sent the twelve | fire—Matthew iii. 11. Mark i. 7. 


Luke iii. 


to preach to the people of Israe!, he com-| 16—and by the declaration of our Lord him- 
manded them to heal the sick, cleanse the | self, “ John truly baptized with water ; but ye 


lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; Matt. 


shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 


x. 8.; but nothing is said of baptizing. Neither | many days hence”—Acts i. 5—and by seve- 


do we find that during his persona! continu 


ral others. The disciples were not required 


ance on earth, he ever commanded any of | immediately, upon receiving the command in 


those whom he commissioned to preach the 
gospel, to baptize with water. It is true 


A second argument in support of water|conclusion. In fact, those who deduce from | educated in that religion, and never professed 


* Liberty of Prophesying, p. 231, 





question, to proceed in the execution of their 
mission, but to wait at Jerusalem till they 
were endued with power from on high. 
Luke. xxiv. 49. And they did wait, until, the 
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promise of the Father, the gift of the Holy ; 


Spirit, was poured out upon them. This was | 
the baptism before spoken of, under the quali- 
fying influence of which they were to go and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in, or into 
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. That they did not only 
teach, but likewise, through the power of the} 
the Father, baptize the people into the name, | 
that is, into the spirit and power of the | 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, is evident from | 
various instances. ‘Thus, when Peter was 
preaching to the people at the house of Cor- 
nelius, the Holy Ghost fell on them which 
heard the word. Acts x. 46. The apostles 
Peter and John also prayed for the believ- 
ers at Samaria, and laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost. Acts 
viii. 17. The Holy Ghost was also given to 
the disciples at Ephesus through the ministry | 
of Paul. Ibid. xix. 6. 

Now as the baptism of the Holy Spirit is 
manifestly the peculiar baptism of Christ, 
when he commanded his disciples to baptize, 
without expressly stating what kind of bap- 
tism he had in view, a fair and necessary 





conclusion would be, that he alluded to his| 


own, particularly as he commanded them to 
tarry at Jerusalem, until they were them- 
selves baptized with the Holy Ghost, before 





they should attempt to teach and baptize the 
people. The sentence, go teach, or rather 
proselyte all nations, baptizing, &c., very 
well bears the construction, that these acts 
were to be simultaneous, that the teaching 
was to be with baptizing power, and such the 
apostle Paul tells us his teaching was, in the 
demonstration of the spirit and power. 1 
Cor. ii. 4. “For our gospel came not unto 
you in word only, but also in power and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 
Thes. i. 5. 

Such was the teaching of our Lord himself, 
for he taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. Matt. vil. 29. And 
such, I conceive, has been in a greater or less 
degree, the teaching of all true gospel minis- 
ters from that day to this. As the disciples 
were to teach, not the doctrines of the prece- 
ding dispensation, but those of the Christian 
religion ; to observe all things whatsoever he 
had commanded, so the baptism which was to 
attend their ministry, and properly constitute 
a part of it, was unquestionably the one true 
Christian baptism, and not a copy or an imi- 
tation of the baptism of John. 


For ‘ The Friend.” 
THE CASE OF ONESIMUS REVISED. 


I did not receive my copy of the last week’s 
“Friend” until it was too late to furnish a 
return to “Inquirer’s” observations on the 
case of Onesimus in time for insertion in the 
next number. 

As the editor of “ The Friend” has an- 
nounced his conclusion to admit no response 
to any reply of mine, I shall endeavour to 
make such use of the privilege allowed me, 
as to give Inquirer no cause of complaint. 

My reviewer appears to have mistaken the 
poiat and pith of my argument. The term 


“pro slavery writers,” is no where in my 
essay applied to those commentators who 
happened to think that Onesimus was a slave. 
Nor did I mean to intimate that such an opi- 
nion would support infidelity, or rank its 
holders with the Paines and Volneys of our 


day. My argument was that the attempt to 


prove that the Christian religion tolerates 
slavery, particularly that abominable system 
which prevailed in the apostolic age, would, 
if successful, degrade that religion below the 
station which its professors assign it. In 
regard to Onesimus, [ observed that pro 
slavery writers usually erect their arguments 
in defence of slavery on the supposition that 
he was a slave, without stopping to examine 
very critically whether they have sufficient 
evidence of the fact. By what species of 
ratiocination Inquirer inferred from this that 
I was ranking Horne, Benson, Clarke, &c., 
with pro slavery writers, or with the Paines 
and Volneys of our day, I do not profess to 
understand ; and therefore shall not attempt 
to refute it. The insinuation, however, looks 
too much like an effort to brand me with the 
odium of an unjust imputation upon writers 
whose characters I should feel myself bound 
to treat with respect, whatever I may think 
of their opinions. 

My argument appears to have been also 
mistaken in relation to the citations of the 
word doulos from the New Testament. My 
object was to show that Aristides had gained 
nothing to his argument, by his quotations in 
regard to servants. The same word being 
used to indicate the servants of Christ. | 
inferred that we were not authorized to con- 
sider the persons referred to in the quotations 
of Aristides as slaves in the proper or modern 
sense of the word. Certainly there was no- 
thing strained or unnatural in the supposition 
that the word generally used to designate 
servants of that description, did not necessarily 
when applied to others indicate slaves. And 
if the servants referred to in the quotations 
were not necessarily slaves, the argument of 
Aristides gained nothing by his citations. 

[ referred to the case of Onesimus for a 
very obvious reason, but. the force of my 
argument was very slightly aflected by the 
question whether he was or was not originally 
aslave. I think it is easy to perceive that I 
viewed that question as an unsettled one. 
And with Inquirer’s permission, I see no- 
thing in his citations from Horne and Co. to 
settle it. They give us their conjectures, but 
nothing more. ‘The supposition of M‘Knight 
might serve very well to show with what un- 
supported speculations commentators some- 
times attempt the illustration of Scripture 
passages. But the pro slavery argument 
turns upon the supposition that the apostle 
sent Onesimus back as a slave to his master. 
This supposition it appears Dr. Benson en- 
dorses, but how he discovered that Onesimus 
was baptized, and that he was stili held as a 
slave, I suppose we shall not now be informed. 
As this supposition criminates the apostle, 
(see Deut. xxiii. 15.) we ought not to admit 
it without better authority than the conjec- 
tures of the moderns. The epistle to Phile- 
mon shows conclusively that the apostle did 
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not expect his son Onesimus to be received 
as a slave, but as a brother beloved; both in 
the flesh and in the Lord. We find also the 
same apostle, in an epistie, written, if we are 
to believe our chronologists, in the same year 
and from the same place, recommending 
Onesimus to the saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ who were at Colosse, as a faithful 
and beloved brother. If any one can find in 
these passages of Scripture any authority for 
the hypothesis that Onesimus was a fugitive 
slave, whom the apostle Paul converted, bap- 
tized, and sent back as a slave, to be held as 
such by his master Philemon, he must possess 
a species of discernment to which I make no 
pretensions. E. L. 


WORSHIP. 

Silent waiting was in practice among the 
prophets, and those that attended them, as 
appears in the prophecy of Ezekiel. We find 
the spirit of the prophet was eng.ged in divine 
vision, whilst the elders of Judah sate before 
him, as it is described from the first verse of 
the eighth chapter to the fourth of the eleventh 
chapter. During the time of which vision, it 
cannot be consistently supposed, that he was 
either speaking to them, or they to him, or 
to each other. This was not a singular in- 
stance of their meeting together; for it was 
the manner of God’s people to congregate 
with the prophets, as that close reprehension 
plainly indicates. ‘“ They come unto thee as 
the people cometh, and they sit before thee as 
my people, and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them.” In this solemn practice, 
we have often been enabled thankfully to 
acknowledge the verity of that gracious de- 
claration of our Lord, ‘“‘ Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them ;” the fulfilling of that 
promise, “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength ;” the certainty of 
that assertion, ‘The Lord is good unto them 
that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh 
him ;” and the necessity and authority of that 
just command, “ Be still and know that I am 
God.” As silent waiting appears to us, in 
the first place, requisite to the worship of 
God in spirit and truth, it is always our prac- 
tice, for we believe he ought to have the di- 
rection of our hearts therein; and if he 
pleases to influence any one, under due pre- 
paration, vocally to appear, either by way of 
address to himself in prayer, or to us in 
preaching, we never preclude such appear- 
ances, but silently assist according to our 
measures. If it prove that none are so con- 
cerned to speak, we sit the time through in 
silence, wherein true mental worship is often 
experienced ; but never appoint any meeting 
with intent, that it shall be held throughout 
in silence, as some have mistakenly imagined ; 
for we believe that all ought to be led and 
guided by the good Spirit of God, more espe- 
cially in the solemn aets of Divine worship. 
It would be a happy thing, were all so led, 
amongst us as well as others; but the case 
appears otherwise with many, who sit uncon- 
cerned, in expectation of hearing the ministry 
instead of waiting upon God, and therefore 
often meet with disappointment. The apostle 
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said in his age, “they are not all Israel, 

which are of Jsrael.” So we must acknow- 

ledge, all who have descended from faithful | 
ancestors, are not themselves faithful; but) 
the defect is in themselves, and not in the | 
principle [of grace and truth]. ‘The natural | 
man must be delivered out of his natural dark. | 
ness, into the luminous and quickening in- | 
fluence of that Divine Word or Spirit, which | 
is most emphatically styled the true light and | 
life of men. Thus born of the Spirit into this | 
proper medium of divine knowledge, the soul 

is made acquainted with that spiritual sense 

it could neither discover, nor believe pertained 

to it, whilst in its natural state. This is no 

new natural faculty added, but its own mental 

power newly opened, and brought into its due 

place and use. Words are inadequate to the 

expression of this internal sense felt in the 

soul under Divine influence. It cannot be 

ideally conveyed to the understanding of the 

inexperienced ; for it is not an image but a 

sensation, impossible to be conceived but by 

its own impression. So true is that of the 

apostle, “* Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them 

that love them; but God hath revealed them 

unto us by his Spirit.” 

The Divine Majesty is not to be compre- 
hended by our gross organs; as he is a spirit, 
so he communicates spiritually with the soul 
or spirit of man. Religion is a spiritual work, 
and its highest office, worship, can only be 
acceptably performed by those who have ex- 
perienced something of a preparation of heart 
for this solemn duty. The apostle declares, 
““to be carnally minded, is death, but to be 
spirituaily minded is life and peace.” “ The 
carnal mind is enmity against God,” there- 
fore, they who are in this state are not pre- 
pared to worship aright. True worship, then, 
can only be performed “in spirit and in 
truth,” and such worshippers are sometimes 
favoured to experience a union and commu- 
nion of spirit, which wonderfully strengthens | 
and animates them, even when not a word is! 
uttered during the whole time of their meet- | 
ing ; being secretly and immediately instruct- | 
ed by Him who teaches as never man taught. | 
—From Brief Selections from the writings of | 
Friends. 


Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and to the contributors to the Pennsylva- 
nia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. 


THE FRIEND. 





or in part to the liberality of the common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. 

Fifteen are supported by the State of 
Maryland. 

Twelve by that of New Jersey. 

Two by the institution. 

The remaining sixteen are supported by 
their friends. 

Of these One is from Pennsylvania. 


One * New York. 
One “* Delaware. 

Two “* Lousiana. 

Two “ Missouri. 

Two “ New Jersey. 
Two “ North Carolina. 
Five “ Virginia. 


Of the Pennsylvania state pupils, 


One is from Green County. | 
Two “ Fayette " 
Three « Delaware 
Six “ Berks és 
Two “ Allegheny “ 
One “ ~~ Cumberland os 
Three “ Lancaster “s 
Fifteen “ Philadelphia “ 
Two “ Chester “ 
One “ Pike és 
One “ Bucks es 
Four “* Montgomery “ 
Two “Susquehanna “ 
Two ‘© Beaver ad 
One “ Juniata “ 
Three “ Schuylkill * 
One «Lebanon “ 
One es Armstrong “ 
One *« ~~ Columbia & 
Three “ Northampton “ 
Three “« 6 York és 
One «© Wayne . 
One “Luzerne “ 
One «© «Union “ 
One “Bradford “ 


Twenty-seven have been admitted into the 
institution during the past year, and fourteen 
have left it. 

The apartments, which were in a state of 
forwardness at the date of the last report, 
have been completed and occupied, and have 
proved well adapted to promote the comfort, 
convenience, and health of those for whose 
use they were designed. 

In addition to these, a story has been raised 
on the school-house; a building detached 
from the main structure, and connected with 
it by covered ways. 

The object of this important addition, was, 
to give proportionate accommodation to the 
department of instruction, and to provide an 
apartment contiguous to the school-rooms for 
the arrangement and preservation of the 
apparatus, specimens, &c. used in the instruc- 
tion of the deaf and dumb. ‘These rooms are 






[dent or sickness during the progress of the 
| extensive improvements which have been 
| made. 

| While there is much in the past for con- 
|gratulation and thankfulness, the board look 
| with no less confidence and hope to the 
| future, and assuredly believe that many will 
| be brought from darkness to light, to bless 
|the enlightened policy and liberal bounty of 
ithe commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


| All which is respectfully submitted. 
PAUL BECK, Jr. President. 
Attested—James J. Barcray, Sec'ry. 
Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1839. 





| MINUTE ON SLAVERY. 

At a yearly meeting held in Philadelphia 
by adjournments from the 15th of the fourth 
mooth to the 19th of the same inclusive, 1839. 

The following minute was directed to be 
printed, and the quarterly meetings furnished 
with a sufficient number to supply every 
| family, viz: 

This meeting has been renewedly intro- 
| 








duced into feelings of tender sympathy with 
our brethren, the descendants of the African 
race, in the numerous and complicated wrongs 
which are inflicted upon them, in many parts 
of our favoured, but guilty land. 

And whilst we wish affectionately to cau- 
| tion our members against the excitement of 
|an unsanctified and intemperate zeal, or joins 
|ing in associations founded, or condiinad up- 
|on principles which may hazard the faithful 
| maintenance of our religious testimonies, we 
earnestly entreat them to cherish and dwell 
under those feelings of Christian love and 
compassion, towards this afflicted class of our 
fellow-men, which will lead them to regard 
with a just abhorrence, the crimes that the 
iniquitous system of slavery has introduced, 
and to bear an unwavering and consistent 
testimony against its obvious and multiplied 
violations of the dearest rights of humanity. 

Our worthy predecessors, actuated by a 
| sense of religious duty, laboured in this right- 
eous cause, with a steady eye to the leadings 
of the Holy Spirit, and made many sacrifices 
of worldly interest for its support. It is our 
|fervent desire that we of the present day, 
| may faithfully maintain the testimony on its 
original foundation; and under a solemn sense 
of the awful lead of guilt which is impending 
over our beloved country, and of our share in 
the responsibility, may seriously and impar- 
tially examine what is required at our hands. 
If our hearts are softened and expanded by 
the love of God, we shall be prepared to view 
these oppressed people as children of the same 
Almighty Father, equally with ourselves the 
| objects of his divine regard, and of that salva- 








In accordance with the requirements of| just finished and will be ready for occupancy |tion which comes by Jesus Christ, and thus 


their charter, the directors of the Pennsy!- 
vania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, pre- 
sent the following report :— 

One hundred and seven pupils are now 
under instruction. Eight mutes are engaged 
permanently in different eapacities, making 
the whole number of deaf and dumb persons 
in the institution, one hundred and fifteen. 
Sixty-two are indebted for support wholly 





in a few days. 

No material change has taken place in the 
department of instruction ; our excellent prin- 
cipal and his assistants continue to discharge 
their various duties to the entire satisfaction 
of the board. 

Much gratitude is due to the Great Diposer 
of events for his protecting care and for the 
almost entire exemption from serious acci- 


be enabled to enter into a lively feeling of 
the miseries and hardships they endure; to 
put our souls in their souls’ stead, and in 
singleness of heart to follow every clear open- 
ing of duty in their behalf, whatever sacrifice 
it may cost us, either of worldly treasure or 
popularity. 

The close connection, and intimate inter- 
course which is maintained between the 
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through the diversified and widely spread 
channels of commerce and business, may, 
unless we are very watchful, blunt our sensi- 
bilities to the cruelties of slavery, and dimin- 
ish our abhorrence of its injustice. We wish 
tenderly to incite our dear friends to an indi- 
vidual enquiry, with a single eye to the point- 
ings of truth, how far they are clear in these 
respects; and should such an examination 
awaken serious apprehensions as to any part 
of their traffic, that they may be willing to 
forego every prospect of gain, arising from 
the prosecution of business, which is incom- 
patible with the purity of our religious pro- 
fession. 

We also d*sire that the attention of Friends 
may be particularly directed toward those 
people of colour who reside among us, and 
are nominally free. This class of our fellow- 
men are the objects of a cruel prejudice, 
which there is reason to fear is rather in- 
creasing among us, and they are subjected 
to numerous disabilities which are very un- 
favourable to their moral and religious im- 
provement. May Friends in their respective 


for ameliorating their condition, and endea- 
vour to promote the education of their child- 
ren, and extend to them such advice and as- 
sistance as their situation requires, aud our 
superior advantages enable us to afford. 


Extracted from the Minutes, 
’ Wiiir1am Evans, Clerk. 


THE CAMEL’S TIIORN. 


Another plant, eminently deserving of no- 
tice, grows in thick round tufts covered with 
long spines. 
country, sometimes to such an extent as to 
obstruct a trayeller’s progress through it. 


exemplification of the merciful care of Provi- 
dence, and the fitness of the Creator’s designs. 
It abounds in Arabia, India, Africa, Tartary 
and Persia. In the vast deserts of those 
countries, it is the only food of the camel, 
that valuable inhabitant of such unfriendly 
wastes. 
in preference to any other herb. Their mas- 


the mouth, which appears to impart to them 
a very pleasurable sensation. Its lasting ver- 
dure refreshes the eye of a traveller, and, 
from the property possessed by its deep- 
searching, tough, fibrous roots, of collecting 
the scanty moisture of an arid plain, well 
known to the Bedouin, it is converted to the 
essential purposes of aiding in the production 
of a grateful and healthy nourishment for 
man. The stem of the plact is, in spring, 
divided near to the root; a single seed of the 
watermelon is then inserted in the fissure, 
and the earth replaced about the thorn. The 
seed becomes a parasite, and the nutritive 


tougher fibres of the root of this thorn. 





neighbourhoods be excited to renewed efforts 


It covers the lowest tracts of 


This lowly shrub affords a most beautiful | 


These noble animals browse upon it | 


tication of it produces a frothy salivation at | 
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nepeescs a ital eteancaetas 


different sections of our common country,| periodically forced from saline soils incapable| were present, and among them our friend 


of other culture.—Laing’s Tour in Sweden. 
ee 


From the Weekly Dispatch 
TO A MAN. 


“ All are not men who bear the name.” 


If thou art rich, let all thy kindness share ; 

If thou art poor, learn poverty to bear ; 

If high and mighty, tread not on the low, 

A very worm may turn a serpent foe; 

In every station act in such a way 

As will give comfort at some future day. 

If young, repress the warmth of passion's rage, 

So that thou call not down reproof from age; 

If old, still look with tenderness on youth,— 

Let thy experience be their guide to truth ; 

Let youth and age still journey, hand in hand 

Together, searching for a better land. 

Thus, onward move, and through life's little span, 

Thus prove thy highest claim to be a man. 
Rosert Rose. 


From the Pennsylvania Freeman. 


EGYPTIAN EMANCIPATION. 


| Another mighty blow is about to be stricken 
|in behalf of human liberty. Mahometan Egypt 
|is about to abolish slavery ! Mehemet Ali, the 
|sagacious and far-sighted chieftain, whose 
genius and enterprise have raised him promi- 
nently before the eyes of the world, is about 
to emancipate the hereditary bondmen of 
Egypt,—and break up for ever the slave- 
The be- 
nevolent exertions of Dr. Joun Bowrrne, of 
England, have, no doubt, greatly contributed 
During the past year he has 
had several interviews with the pasha on the 





|markets of Cairo and Alexandria. 





'to this result. 


subject of slavery. 


From a late English paper. 


Egypt.—We have received the following 
from a correspondent at Cairo, dated the 26th 
ult. :—** The Pasha of Egypt has declared to 
Colonel Campbell his intention to aBoLisa 
SLAVERY IMMEDIATELY IN ALL THE COUN- 


TRIES SUBJECT TO HIS AUTHORITY.” 
This declaration has given universal satis- 


faction to the Europeans in this city. The 


pasha speaks with great exultation of the 


| Nubia and Abysinia.” 
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The yearly meeting of Friends for Vir- 
ginia, alternately held at Summerton and 
Cedar Creek, took place on second day, the 
20th ult., at the latter place, situated some 
fifteen or twenty miles from Richmond. 
The information which we have received re- 
'specting it is very limited, but we learn that 
it continued, by adjournments, until the after- 
Loan of fourth day following, and that the 


matter, which the brittle succulent roots of | several religious concerns that came before 
the melon are ill-adapted to collect, is abun-| it were conducted to satisfaction, and in the 
dantly supplied by the de»per searching and | spirit of brotherly love. 


The number in at- 


An | tendance was thought to be larger than usual. 
abundance of good watermelons are thus/| Several visiters from other yearly meetings 


Daniel Wheeler from England. 

The yearly meeting of New York has 
been in session the present week. We have 
yet no information respecting it; but hope 
that some kind correspondent will enable us 


to say something in regard to its proceedings 
in our next. 


In the account which we published of the 
late yearly meeting in this city, reference 
was incidentally made to a minute expressive 
of the exercise then prevalent on the subject 
of slavery, copies of which, sufficient in num- 
ber to supply every member with one, were 
directed to be printed, and sent to the respec- 
tive quarterly meetings. We have to-day 
placed the minute on our pages, believing it 
adapted for usefulness beyond our own limits. 
This interesting document, yada. 
ed by the meeting, while it judiciod®ly holds 
out a caution to members, not to suffer their 
zeal to overleap the limits of sound discretion, 
at the same time, speaks a language clear, 
full, and unequivocal, furnishing, as we think, 
an ample refutation of the insinuation which 
of late has repeatedly been made, that the 
society, as a body, has relaxed in bearing its 
testimony with energy and Christian boldness 
| against the dreadful evils of slavery. 





The report of the managers of the Bible 
Association will not, by its length, we hope, 
deter any from an attentive perusal of it. It 
embodies details of much interest, in relation 

|to the operations of an institution, of great 
| value and importance to the well-being of our 
society. 

We would likewise ask attention to another 
report inserted to-day—that of the Pennsyl- 
vania Institution for the deaf and dumb, a 

| scheme of unmixed, genuine benevolence, the 
| prosperity of which must be coveted by every 
‘heart that dilates with generous and kindly 
feeling. 

| The committee to superintend the Board- 
‘ing School at Westtown, will meet in Phila- 
‘delphia on sixth day, the 14th instant, at 


moral and political effects of his visit to| 3 o'clock P. Mm. 


The committee on Teacher meet on the 
same day, at 10 o’clock a. m.; and the visit- 
|ing committee attend at the school on seventh 


| day, the 8th instant. 


Tuomas Kimzer, Clerk. 
6th mo. Ist, 1839. 


A Boy wanted as an apprentice to the 
House Painting Business. Apply at this of- 
| fice. 


FOR SALE. 


Several persons having enquired for the 
back volumes of ** The Friend,” they are now 
informed that one complete set can be had 
- applying immediately at the publication 
office. 
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